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March 16, 2020 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

RE: COVID-19 RESPONSE 

  

My name is Tony GiaQuinta, and I serve as the President of the Indiana Chapter of the American 

Academy of Pediatrics which is made up of over 900 pediatricians, pediatric subspecialists, 

residents, and nurse practitioners throughout the state.  

 

Updates and Information 

 

The spread of the novel coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) has raised many questions about the steps 

our communities, physicians, and families need to take in order to contain the spread of the virus, 

ease the strain on our health care system, and keep families safe and healthy. While many health 

care organizations are doing their best to keep communities informed, guidance and best practices 

are changing rapidly – sometimes by the hour. Because of the evolving nature of the situation, it 

is incredibly important to receive the most up-to-date information from a trustworthy source. If 

you have not done so already, I highly encourage you to subscribe to updates from the Centers for 

Disease Control (CDC) and the Indiana State Department of Health (ISDH). Both agencies have 

set up a COVID-19 update page, and those resources are being updated regularly. You can 

subscribe to the CDC updates using this link: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/index.html. You can subscribe to ISDH updates using this link: 

https://www.in.gov/coronavirus/. Additionally, INAAP is compiling resources on its own website. 

These resources will be pertinent to both health care clinicians and their families and can be 

accessed at www.inaap.org. 

 

School Closings 

 

We have heard from several members about concerns related to school closings. On one hand 

members are worried about schools that have not yet closed and the effect that could have on the 

continued spread of the virus. On the other hand we have heard from members who are worried 

about the unintended consequences of school closings – especially on underserved populations. In 

some communities schools may be the only source of food, shelter, and supervision for kids during 

the day. Taking away that cornerstone will have very real and dramatic effects on families. The 

CDC has issued a decision tree to help schools make the decision on whether to close. That is 

available on both the CDC website and on the INAAP website.  

 

If your community is still having trouble making a decision, INAAP encourages all schools to act 

with an abundance of caution. COVID-19 needs to be taken very seriously. In a worst case scenario 

our health care system will be overrun and physicians will be put in a devastating position of 

having to choose who receives care and who doesn’t. We do not want to face a worst-case scenario.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.in.gov/coronavirus/
http://www.inaap.org/
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Instead, INAAP encourages schools, workplaces, and families to take swift action now to stop the 

spread of the disease. It will much more preferable to look as if we’ve overreacted than to have 

not done enough.  

 

With that in mind, INAAP is encouraging schools within Indiana to strongly consider closing (or 

moving to an e-learning model, if possible) for the immediate future. We recognize the very real 

negative impacts school closings will have on many families and communities – but the risks of 

COVID-19 outweigh the consequences. Though COVID-19 does not appear to be as much of a 

risk to children as it is to other vulnerable populations, children are notoriously good at spreading 

germs. When those germs are picked up at school, they will likely be transmitted to other family 

members who may be at a greater risk, like grandparents. These moves may seem extraordinary, 

but they are necessary to contain a disease that has the potential to impact a vast majority of 

Indiana’s population.  

 

In conjunction with this statement we are working hard to compile a list of community and nation-

wide resources that are available to help struggling families during this time. From utility 

assistance to child care to meal assistance, our hope is that these resources will help our families 

make it through this difficult time. Those resources will be posted on our website and shared 

through other avenues as appropriate.  

 

Patient Care and Well Child Visits 

 

Another topic we are fielding numerous questions about is what changes need to be made around 

regularly scheduled doctor appointments. This is a tricky one to answer – each practice and hospital 

system is going to have different capacities and will be serving different populations. We have 

heard that some practices are keeping well child visits for kids under two years, some are only 

doing well child visits that include immunizations, and that others are rescheduling visits for kids 

over two months of age. 

We can’t make a specific recommendation for you and your practice right now. Instead, we 

encourage you to be thoughtful about your resources and patient population, and to make a decision 

based on those factors. After that, I highly encourage you to stay updated with the latest 

information from the CDC and AAP as more guidance will likely be coming on this issue in the 

coming days and weeks. 

Slowing the spread of COVID19 is critical, but it WILL have unintended effects that must 

be considered and mitigated as much as possible: 

 

Equity- reschedule if you can, but also be prepared to keep a visit open if patient has difficulty 

rescheduling. Did mom take PTO to make the appointment, are there other extenuating 

circumstances? 
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Vaccine catchup - make sure to schedule a makeup opportunity. We don’t want to follow this 

outbreak with an outbreak of something else. 

 

Reimbursement -INAAP is already working with the state to try and figure out payment solutions 

that will work. 

 

Conclusion 

 

I know this won’t answer all of your questions, but INAAP will do our best in the coming days 

and weeks to keep you apprised of all relevant information. More importantly, please know that 

we are here for support – you’re not in this alone, and you have a community of amazing pediatric 

clinicians throughout the state to connect with. Reach out if you need something, and we’ll do our 

best to help.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Tony GiaQuinta, MD, FAAP 

President, Indiana Chapter of the 

American Academy of Pediatrics  


