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Objectives

• Participants will increase their 

knowledge of the early education 

system in Indiana.

• Participants will be able to identify 

how pediatricians intersect with and 

can help to improve the quality of 

early education programs.



Services Provided 

• Child Care Development Fund (CCDF)
– Eligibility- >45,000 children; 95% single parent

• Criminal History Background Checks

• Regulate Child Care
– LCC, LCCH, RM

• Paths to Quality®
– Voluntary quality Improvement- 4 levels

• On My Way Pre-K

• School Age Childcare Grants

• Head Start Collaboration Office 



Cost of Child Care and the 

Workforce

Average cost per month was $606

After completion of the TEACH program the 

average wage was $10.40/ hour. 

Average Literacy level of teachers 

participating in the CDA project was 6th grade 

and Math comprehension was 5th grade. 



Paths to Quality®



Paths to Quality
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What is Brighter Futures 

Indiana?

• Indiana’s consumer education website for 
families raising young children

• Public-private partnership meeting both CCDBG 
reauthorization requirements (for the Office) and 
Lilly Endowment family engagement goals

• Empathetic, evidence-based, plain-language 
resource

• A website, social media presence and family 
support service – through our call center and chat 
function



What will families find?

Tools to Activate 

Learning & 

Support Them

Info on Finding & 

Paying for Care 

Other Family 

Services

Family-friendly IN 

Early Learning 

Foundations

In addition to helping families access 
search & chat options…



Brighter Futures 

http://brighterfuturesindiana.org/

http://brighterfuturesindiana.org/


How can you support 

families and childcare 

providers? 





What might this look like?

• Provide child care health consultation services to a local 
child care program by observing and providing input on the 
health and safety related strengths and needed 
improvements in the environment and program operation as 
well as addressing concerns raised by the child care staff on 
an ongoing basis. 

• Ensure that each enrolled child has a medical home, 
respecting the difference between program consultation and 
clinical relationships. 

• Resolve apparently conflicting health and safety advice that 
the child care program receives from different sources. 

• Conduct health education for staff, parents, and children

• Mentor other child care health consultants by providing 
technical assistance by phone or e‐mail.



Special requests



Safe sleep in child care



Safe sleep



Medications & treatments



Medical conditions

• Diabetes

• Asthma

• Allergies

• Medications

• Autism Spectrum



Health consultants







Resources

• Caring for Our Children 4th ed. http://nrckids.org/CFOC

• Managing Infectious Diseases in Child Care and Schools 

4th ed. https://shop.aap.org/products/childcare/

• AAP Advocacy  & Policy  https://www.aap.org/en-

us/advocacy-and-policy/aap-health-initiatives/healthy-

child-care/Pages/Quality-Early-Education-and-Child-

Care.aspx

http://nrckids.org/CFOC
https://shop.aap.org/products/childcare/
https://www.aap.org/en-us/advocacy-and-policy/aap-health-initiatives/healthy-child-care/Pages/Quality-Early-Education-and-Child-Care.aspx


Resources

• Child care information site  www.brighterfuturesindiana.org

•

• Early Learning Advisory Council  www.elacindiana.org

•

• Paths to Quality  www.childcareindiana.org

•

• Infant mental health   www.infancyonward.org

•

• Indiana Licensing web site   https://www.in.gov/fssa/2552.htm

•

• Zero to Three  https://www.zerotothree.org/

http://www.brighterfuturesindiana.org/
http://www.elacindiana.org/
http://www.childcareindiana.org/
http://www.infancyonward.org/
https://www.in.gov/fssa/2552.htm
https://www.zerotothree.org/

